
How Groups of People Voted for President of the United States 

(Average, 2004-2016) 

Overall: Democrats 50.1%, Republicans 47.4% 
 

I. Basic Demographics 

Category Share of Voters % Democratic % Republican 

Men 47% 45% 52% 

Women 53% 54% 44% 
    

LGBTQ+ 5% 75% 22% 

Not LGBTQ+ 95% 49% 49% 
    

18-29 18% 59% 38% 

30-44 28% 50% 46% 

45-64 38% 47% 51% 

65 and older 16% 45% 53% 
    

White 74% 40% 57% 

Black 12% 91% 7% 

Hispanic 10% 64% 33% 

Asian 3% 64% 33% 

Other 3% 59% 36% 
    

White Men 35% 36% 61% 

White Women 39% 44% 54% 

Black Men 5% 88% 10% 

Black Women 7% 95% 3% 

Hispanic Men 5% 64% 33% 

Hispanic Women 6% 71% 26% 

All Other 5% 64% 31% 
    

Married 62% 44% 54% 

Not Married 38% 60% 37% 
    

Live in Urban Area* 31% 59% 38% 

Live in Suburbs 48% 47% 50% 

Live in Small Town or 

Rural Area 

 

21% 

 

40% 

 

57% 

* Question not asked in 2012 
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II. Socioeconomic Status 

Category Share of Voters % Democratic % Republican 

Less than $50,000 a year 40% 57% 40% 

$50,000 a year or more 60% 46% 52% 
    

High School or Less 23% 50% 48% 

Some College 31% 47% 50% 

College Gradate only 29% 48% 49% 

Post-College 17% 57% 41% 
    

White College 

Graduate* 

 

36% 

 

46% 

 

50% 

White Not College 

Graduate 

 

37% 

 

35% 

 

62% 

Not White Not College 

Graduate 

 

16% 

 

80% 

 

18% 

Not White College 

Gradate 

 

11% 

 

74% 

 

22% 
    

Union Member in 

Household 

 

20% 

 

57% 

 

40% 

No Union Member in 

Household 

 

80% 

 

48% 

 

50% 
    

Work Full Time 62% 50% 49% 

Not Work OR Work 

Part Time 

 

38% 

 

51% 

 

48% 
    

Working Women 30% 56% 44% 

Not Working Women 

OR Men 

 

70% 

 

48% 

 

51% 

* Question asked in 2008 and 2016 only 

** Question asked in 2004 and 2008 only 
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III. Religion 

Category Share of Voters % Democratic % Republican 

Protestant 53% 42% 57% 

Catholic 26% 49% 49% 

Jewish 3% 73% 25% 

Other 7% 71% 24% 

None 12% 70% 26% 
    

White Evangelical/Born 

Again Protestant  

 

25% 

 

21% 

 

78% 

Not White 

Evangelical/Born Again 

Protestant 

 

 

75% 

 

 

60% 

 

 

38% 
    

Attend Services At Least 

Weekly 

 

39% 

 

41% 

 

57% 

Attend Services 

Monthly 

 

15% 

 

51% 

 

47% 

Attend Services Few 

Time per Year 

 

28% 

 

54% 

 

43% 

Never Attend Services 18% 63% 33% 
    

Protestant and Attends 

Services At Least 

Occasionally* 

 

 

30% 

 

 

44% 

 

 

55% 

Catholic and Attends 

Services At Least 

Weekly 

 

 

11% 

 

 

45% 

 

 

54% 

Catholic and Attends 

Services Occasionally 

 

14% 

 

55% 

 

44% 

Not Protestant OR Not 

Catholic OR Never 

Attend Services 

 

 

42% 

 

 

60% 

 

 

38% 

* Question not asked in 2016 
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IV. Culture, Party and Beliefs 

Category Share of Voters % Democratic % Republican 

Democrat 38% 90% 9% 

Independent 29% 47% 47% 

Republican 34% 8% 91% 
    

Liberal 24% 86% 11% 

Moderate 42% 56% 41% 

Conservative 35% 17% 81% 
    

Served in Military* 15% 40% 57% 

Never Served in 

Military 

 

85% 

 

51% 

 

46% 
    

Gun Owner in 

Household** 

 

42% 

 

37% 

 

63% 

No Gun Owner in 

Household 

 

58% 

 

61% 

 

38% 
    

Government Should Do 

More 

 

46% 

 

74% 

 

24% 

Government Does Too 

Much 

 

48% 

 

26% 

 

72% 
    

Worried About Health 

Care Costs** 

 

68% 

 

59% 

 

40% 

Not Worried About 

Health Care Costs 

 

32% 

 

33% 

 

65% 

* Question not asked in 2012 

** Question asked in 2004 and 2008 only 

 


